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Global Concerns Policy Briefs 

In a series of two-page briefs, the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns addresses key global issues which are the focus of 
our work in Washington, DC, and at the UN.  Inspired by the Gospel and Maryknoll missioners’ commitment to stand with 
vulnerable communities around the world, we offer these briefs as resources on the intersection of global policy and Catholic 
social thought. 

End the Pandemic Through Global Vaccine Access

See
By the end of 2020, the ten wealthiest countries in 
the world had administered 75% of total COVID-19 
vaccine doses. Two years later, extreme inequali-
ty in vaccine access persists. While populations in 
wealthy countries are getting much-needed boosters, 
only ten percent of people in low-income countries 
have received at least one dose. 

Nearly one million from the U.S. and six million peo-
ple worldwide have died from COVID-19 since the 
first outbreak in 2020. These figures are likely under-
counted due to access to testing and reporting, espe-
cially in developing countries. 

The group of the world’s 20 largest economies (G20) 
has committed to vaccinating 70% of the global pop-
ulation by mid-2022. In addition, COVAX, a facili-
ty established by the World Health Organization and 
other public and private sources, is committed to vac-
cinating 20% of the population of each country, es-
pecially middle- and low-income countries. However, 
these goals are nowhere near being met. Fulfilling the 
commitments of the G20 or COVAX will require a 
massive ramp-up of vaccine production and distribu-
tion. 

The most successful vaccines to date are the mRNA 
vaccines produced by Pfizer/BioNtech and Moderna. 
This novel mRNA technology has great potential to 
produce vaccines for many diseases. However, de-
spite having received taxpayer dollars to develop the 
vaccines, the pharmaceutical companies which creat-
ed them are refusing to share the technology and li-
censing for generic companies to mass produce and 
distribute the vaccines.  

A February 2021 study estimates that reversing ineq-
uities in global COVID-19 vaccine access by rapidly 
providing two doses of mRNA vaccine to everyone in 
low and lower-middle-income countries could avert 
1.3 million deaths. This global vaccination effort 
would cost $35.5 billion, according to the analysis. 
In comparison, the U.S. defense budget for 2021 was 
$777 billion. 

According to the UN Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (UN DESA), while the economies in 
the Global North regained most of their momentum 
in 2021 after suffering contractions in 2020, the econ-
omies of low- and middle-income countries are lag-
ging behind. The pandemic has served to significant-
ly deepen inequality within and across countries. The 
UN DESA report stressed that these trends will make 
it all but impossible to reduce global inequality by 
2030, as targeted in the UN’s Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. 

Pray
“Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to 
God… that this great suffering may end and that 
hope and peace may dawn anew… that the fami-
lies of the sick and the victims be comforted, and 
their hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all 
members of one great family and to recognize the 
bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity 
and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless 
situations of poverty and need.” 

- Pope Francis, April 2020

https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14438.doc.htm
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/30/world/g20-summit-2021-biden
https://scitechdaily.com/why-moderna-wont-share-covid-19-vaccine-patent-rights-with-the-u-s-government-which-paid-for-its-development/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/02/10/coronavirus-vaccine-price-mrna/
https://www.un.org/en/desa/world-economic-situation-and-prospects-wesp-2022
https://elcatholics.org/documents/2020/4/Covid_19%20Prayers%20from%20Pope%20Francis.pdf
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Judge Maryknoll Experience 

“Through my almost 40 years of service and 
mission in health care, particularly with 
persons living with HIV, I have witnessed 
tremendous sickness and death. I’ve seen 
individuals, families and communities par-
alyzed by fear, grief and loss. But I have also 
seen the power of compassion, presence and 
mercy when we truly listen to those we are 
trying to serve and respond with health care 
interventions to meet their unique needs in 
culturally appropriate ways. Every day I see 
how this [COVID-19] virus still continues 
to impact the poorest and most vulnerable 
in our communities, in Kenya and in the 
United States. We must share the vaccines 
and the know-how to stop variants in their 
tracks, end this pandemic and be ready for 
the next one.”
- Maryknoll Fr. Rick Bauer, United States

 Act 

 In an August 2021 video message, Pope Fran-
cis joined the U.S. Bishops Conference and bishops 
throughout Latin America in urging Catholics and 
people of good will to get vaccinated “as an act of 
love.” The Holy Father said, “Getting vaccinated is 
a simple yet profound way to care for the common 
good, especially the most vulnerable.” 
 In his 2020 Christmas address, Pope Fran-
cis asked all stakeholders to share the vaccine: “We 
cannot allow the various forms of nationalism closed 
in on themselves to prevent us from living as the truly 
human family that we are. Nor can we allow the virus 
of radical individualism to get the better of us and 
make us indifferent to the suffering of other brothers 
and sisters.”
 “I cannot place myself ahead of others,” he 
added, “letting the law of the marketplace and pat-
ents take precedence over the law of love and the 
health of humanity. 
 “I ask everyone – government leaders, busi-
nesses, international organizations – to foster coop-
eration and not competition, and to seek a solution 
for everyone: vaccines for all, especially for the most 
vulnerable and needy of all regions of the planet.”
 The Vatican has spoken out firmly for the 
countries party to the World Trade Organization to ap-
prove an intellectual property waiver to allow generic 
companies to produce enough vaccines, testing and 
treatments to end the pandemic. 
 Some Catholics have been hesitant to receive 
the vaccine because the development or testing of the 
vaccine was derived from the cell line of one abor-
tion 50 years ago. Given that no additional abortions 
are performed to create the vaccine, the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops and Vatican guidance 
have stated that receiving the vaccine is not active 
participation in the sin of abortion and thus it is 
acceptable and even recommended for Catholics to 
receive the vaccine in good conscience. Many com-
mon medications were developed using the same fetal 
cell, such as Tylenol and Pepto Bismol. 
 The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
says, “The morality of vaccination depends not only 
on the duty to protect one’s own health, but also on the 
duty to pursue the common good.” 

• Get vaccinated and encourage people in your fam-
ily and community to do so as an act of love. .

• Help promote the Catholic Cares Coalition, a net-
work of Catholic organizations working to ensure 
vaccine acceptance and equity in the United States 
and around the world. Explore their website for 
resources and information on COVID-19 vac-
cines. 

• Ask President Biden to end the pandemic now by 
promoting global access to vaccines, testing, and 
treatment.

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-08/pope-francis-appeal-covid-19-vaccines-act-of-love.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/urbi/documents/papa-francesco_20201225_urbi-et-orbi-natale.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2021-02/holy-see-trips-wto-intellectual-property-rights-coronavirus.html
https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/us-bishop-chairmen-doctrine-and-pro-life-address-use-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/us-bishop-chairmen-doctrine-and-pro-life-address-use-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/12/29/201229c.html
https://www.webmd.com/vaccines/covid-19-vaccine/news/20210918/some-medications-also-tied-to-religious-vaccine-exemption
https://catholiccares.org/
https://maryknollogc.org/action/take-action-promote-global-covid-19-vaccine-access

