
Dear Senator Rubio,  
 
We, the undersigned organizations, write to you regarding the ongoing crisis in Sudan. As the 
presumptive 72nd Secretary of State, we know that you will have several competing priorities to 
deal with. We write to encourage you to ensure Sudan is a top priority for President Trump’s 
foreign policy.  
 
Since April 2023, fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) has wreaked havoc on the Sudanese people and created the world’s largest 
displacement and hunger crisis. Civilians have both been caught in the crossfire and directly 
targeted. Mass atrocities, gross human rights violations, food insecurity, and climate-related 
disasters have forcibly displaced more than 11 million people from their homes. More than half 
the country is in desperate need of humanitarian assistance, with several areas across Sudan at 
risk of famine.   
 
In the aftermath of the 2019 revolution, you led a bipartisan resolution expressing support for the 
transition to a civilian-led government in Sudan. The Sudanese people still dream of a peaceful 
and democratic Sudan, but before that dream can be realized the war must end. Renewed 
diplomatic engagement, especially with the external actors fueling the war, is needed to end the 
conflict. 
 
In addition to humanitarian concerns and democratic aspirations, the situation in Sudan should 
be a national security concern for President Trump’s administration. With violent extremist groups 
spreading across the Sahel, the US cannot afford to let Sudan devolve into a failed state, providing 
these groups with access to the Red Sea. The 2024 Director of National Intelligence’s Annual 
Threat Assessment stated, “With Sudan at the crossroads of the Horn of Africa, the Sahel, and 
North Africa, it could once again become an ideal environment for terrorist and criminal networks.” 
 
China and Russia both have a vested interest in the outcome of Sudan’s War. Both countries 
have a history of supplying arms to Sudan, China has been a top importer of Sudanese oil and 
has invested billions in Sudan’s energy sector, and Russia is seeking to establish a naval base 
near Port Sudan. 
 
Action must be taken to protect civilians, end the war, support the Sudanese people in achieving 
a democratic and free Sudan, and provide regional stability. We encourage you to:  
 

• Increase Diplomatic Pressure on External Actors Fueling the War: The reason the 
conflict in Sudan has been able to continue for more than a year and a half is due to the 
support external actors are giving the warring parties. A concerted diplomatic effort must 
be made to engage with each of these external actors to use their influence over the 
parties to reach a diplomatic solution.  

 
• Appoint a Special Envoy: The situation in Sudan requires high-level bilateral and 

multilateral diplomatic engagement to ensure humanitarian access, a diplomatic solution 
to end the war, and a transition to a civilian-led government. A Special Envoy for Sudan 
is best positioned to coordinate Sudan policy at the highest levels and engage with 
Sudanese civil society to achieve peace in Sudan. We encourage all future negotiations 
and processes to have inclusive representation of youth, civil society, and women in line 
with the Women, Peace and Security Act of 2017, of which you were an original 
cosponsor.  

 
 

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/global-community-urge-action-escalating-sudan-crisis-un-general-assembly
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/global-community-urge-action-escalating-sudan-crisis-un-general-assembly
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/rubio-joins-cruz-durbin-colleagues-introduce-resolution-to-support-peaceful-transfer-of-power-in-sudan/
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2024-Unclassified-Report.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2024-Unclassified-Report.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/sudan-constant-flow-of-arms-fuelling-relentless-civilian-suffering-in-conflict-new-investigation/
https://www.voanews.com/a/china-seeks-stronger-ties-with-sudan-amid-regional-international-tug-of-war-/7115426.html
https://www.dw.com/en/russias-military-presence-in-sudan-boosts-africa-strategy/a-69354272
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/10/15/sudan-war-weapons-uae-iran/


• Prioritize Support to Local Aid Providers: Sudanese civil society has proven to be 
capable, efficient, and effective at delivering humanitarian aid, healthcare, and protection 
services despite the extremely difficult operating environment. Many of these locally-led 
initiatives have been able to secure access when large international organizations could 
not. The State Department and USAID should prioritize streamlining the process to 
support Sudanese NGOs, emergency response rooms, community kitchens, and other 
local initiatives.  

 
• Support Documentation of Atrocity Crimes and Gross Human Rights Violations: A 

long history of impunity is a major contributing factor to the current crisis in Sudan. The 
same men who never faced justice for genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity 
committed in Darfur, Blue Nile, South Kordofan, and elsewhere are leading this current 
war and committing a new wave of atrocity crimes. Accountability must be a priority after 
the war is brought to an end. Investments must be made now to support local 
documentation efforts and archives to prepare for eventual trials and tribunals. To that 
end, local NGOs have been pivotal in documenting human rights abuses and atrocities 
committed across the country and need financial and logistical support to continue their 
necessary work. 

 
We encourage you to prioritize Sudan in your new role and we welcome the opportunity to brief 
you or your staff on the situation in Sudan.  
 
Sincerely,  
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